
Regular Council Meeting Minutes

June 4, 2025
The regular meeting of the Arlington City Council was held on June 4, 2025 in the Council Chambers of the

Municipal Building and via telephone conference.

Presiding: Mayor Jeffery Bufton.

Council Present: Denise Ball, Marshall Swope, Matthew Irby, Kayla Rayburn, and Mark Davidson.

Council Absent: Jerry Hanan

Staff Present: Recorder Victoria McKinney, Attorney Ruben Cleveland, City Engineer Brad Baird, and PWS Shanna
Gronquist.

Guests: Wade Johnson, Tiffany Wilkins, Eva Kilkenny, Rita Miciak, Under Sheriff Flory, James Bennett, Amy Wolf,
Riley Bennit, and James Metsker.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

OPEN BUDGET HEARING: 6:30 p.m.
Mayor Bufton opened the Budget Hearing and stated the following: "The Arlington City Council will conduct a

public hearing to discuss the budget for the fiscal year 2025-2026 as approved by the Arlington Budget Committee.
The Council will receive comments on proposed uses of State Shared Revenues. Final adoption, appropriating and

levying taxes will be completed." The mayor opened for public comment. There was no public comment. Budget

Hearing Closed 6:32 p.m.

OPEN PUBLIC HEARING: 6:32p.m.
Mayor Bufton opened the Public Hearing at 6:32 p.m. and stated the following: 'The City of Arlington is considering the sale of

city property. The property to be sold is currently described as Map Tax Lot: 03N-2 IE-28BA-01000; 00900; and 00800. The
property does not have a street address, Arlington, Oregon. The City has no foreseeable use for the commercial property. At
the hearing any resident of the City wishing to speak on the issue will be heard be it oral orwritten testimony. The hearing
for property sale is now open" AttorneyRuben Cleavland added "There is evidence ofmarket value ofthe property
which is the proposed listing price of$225,000 forthe 1.86 acres. Otherevidence ofvalue includes Gilliam County
TaxAssessors RMV value of$90,740.00. The proposed purchase terms for the property shall be determined by
the City's acceptance ofa proposal from prospective developers,which, in the City's discretion, will represent the
highest and best use of the property and presenting the greatest developmental potential." He also noted the
address is 1300 Locust Street. The mayor opened for public comment Eva Kilkenny asks if the city would
take bids on the property. The mayor says this will not be an open bid but interestedpeople may submit their
interest AttorneyCleveland explains this is an invitation to submit offers such as buying a home. Eva Kilkenny
asked about the flood plain. Brad Baird explained there is no floor plane in that area due to the Rail berm that

creates the barrierbased on the FEMA map. Public Hearing closed at 6:38 p.m.

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

Call to Order: Mayor Bufton called the regular meeting to order at 6:38 p.m. Pledge of Allegiance recited.

1. PUBLIC COMMENT- Tiffany Wilkins addresses the council on a request to make Cherry St. a dedicated city

street. She said it was dedicated years ago but never recorded officially. Tim Weatherell and community elders

provided her with this information. Letters of support were received by the City Recorder from Grant and Tiffany
Wilkins, Mariona Weatherford, and Eva Kilkenny, noting that a letter from Mr. Haguewood was also anticipated,
and it was stated to her that he intended to transfer his portion to the city. Mr. Haguewood owns the lower

section of Cherry Street and Marion Weatherford owns the upper portion leaving a small portion in the middle
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2.

mapped as an easement located directly in front of Mr. Haguewood's driveway. Mrs. Wilkins noted that Mariona
Weatherford requested the street stop directly at the top of the lot Eva Kilkenny intends to build her new home
where her property line boarders his. There is city water and sewer up that road and the city has chip sealed it

in the past. Councilor Ball asks Brad Baird about the tasks to get the street ORS mapped as a city street. He says

you can dedicate a right of way. Simply survey the width, draft a legal description, and submit it to the County

Surveyor. This process resembles a partition. The map that Brad Baird handed out shows a right of way that
extends up from old Highway 30. There needs to be an agreement process between Mr. Haguewood and the
city to grant the ROW. The mayor asks if this is a deed outright from Haguewood to the city or would it fall under
an easement with a contract? Deeding is the proper way to go about this. The same procedure applies here.

Weatherford's portion. Brad Baird says it will be the city's responsibility to take care of it. The development
history of the street was reviewed. The mayor asked if we need to add this to the next agenda for approval.

Attorney Cleveland stated that there will need to be more discussion so that the City Council can determine

whether they would like to take this on as an ongoing maintenance obligation. Brad Baird offered to build out a

map for this process. We will add this to the next agenda under Brad Baird's update. Brad Baird shared the

options for the city. Rita Miciak suggested adding a rope-tow in that area for winter use. Mayor Bufton stated
that there should be discussion on winter maintenance as well. Councilor Rayburn asked about the

requirements for the Fire Dept. Brad Baird states this will be handled like Columbia View Estates. Councilor Ball

stated there is sufficient space for each home access. The consensus was to proceed with this process. Brad
Baird will build the plan. Tiffany Wilkins thanked everyone. Wade Johnson says he met with the mayor and

shared some chamber information with him. He shared his ongoing concerns. Including the listing of counties
that are included but not listed on the state sites. Concerns were raised on several issues as raised in previous
council meetings. Mayor Bufton says we will continue to press for clear financials. Mr. Johnson is concerned
that they are not forthcoming with the information requested. Some discussions on the shed. Amy Wolf stated
that the Chamber pays the Station $200 per month to have the shed on that property. Riley Bennit stated under
federal law, if someone is a member of a Chamber of Commerce and they are getting benefit of profit and are
benefiting from any decision made by such entity, that is a violation of Federal law. Councilor Ball asked if they

had ever come to the Planning Commission to ask for a change of use. Clarification was given by City Recorder

that when Pat Shannon originally applied, that covered the outbuildings. Councilor Davidson asked who would
be interested in having an Arlington Chamber again. Those people are Amy Wolf and the previous Treasurer,
Jody said she would help as well as Riley Bennit says he will help as well when he is around. Mayor Bufton stated,

"that is a conversation you should have with the local businesses because the chambers are typically made-up
of the local businesses. That is your basis for a Chamber. So those are conversations that maybe some folks
should start having with the businesses to find out what kind of interest there is at the same time the council's

interest is what is happening to our funds that are being sent to this Tri-County or muti-county Chamber, so we
need some clear information and definition of how the funds are being applied." Riley Bennit would like to know
if the city will back them if they get support from city businesses. The mayor says it will certainly help in making
the decision. Councilor Rayburn would like to see a plan in place and review before promising to back them by

the city, personally. Eva Kilkenny asked how the Chamber became to change over to Tri-County. Riley Bennitt
explained that process. Saying that they held a meeting and only seven people showed up, that was not enough
to go forward, so they decided to go with the Tri-County Chamber. Mr. Johnson thanked the Council. Mr. Riley
announced the Fishing Derby. Tri-county Chamber will be added to the next agenda for more discussion.

CONSENT AGENDA - Consent agenda consisted of the following items:

a. Approval of Minutes - Regular Meeting May 7, 2025.
b. Approval of bills as listed.
Councilor Rayburn motioned to approve the consent agenda as listed, motion seconded by Councilor Ball.
Roll call: Unanimous.
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3. COUNCIL ACTION
a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

For review: The IGA between Gilliam County and the City of Arlington for stable library
funding expires 6/30/25 but has an auto-renewal provision. Attorney Cleveland asked if the

council would like to continue as is? The timing was examined, and based on the contract
terms, modifications cannot be made before February 15th. Councilor Rayburn suggested
we ask for an amendment by Feb 15th to account for cost of living raises each year. Add this
to the December agenda so the council can consider a rate increase for approval in

January, meeting the February 2026 deadline.
FEMA — Presented by AKS. Jaime Crawford for adoption. Postponed to July meeting.
Attorney Cleveland stated this has to do with the floodplain ordinance. FEMA requires cities
to do an update.
Resolution No. 749 Adopting 2025/2026 Budget, making Appropriations, Levying Taxes and
Categorizing Taxes. No discussion was had. Councilor Ball moved to adopt Resolution No.
749, which is adopting budget making Appropriations, Levying Taxes and Categorizing
Taxes for the 2025-2026 fiscal year. Seconded by Councilor Davidson. Roll call:Unanimous.
Resolution No. 750 Declaring the City's Election to Receive State Revenues. Councilor Ball
moved to approve Resolution No. 750 a resolution to declare the City's Election to Receive
State Revenues for the 2025-2026 fiscal year. Seconded by Councilor Rayburn. Roll call:
Unanimous.
Resolution No. 751 Volunteer Resolution - extending Workers' Compensation Coverage. No
discussion was had. Councilor Ball moved to approve Resolution No. 751, a resolution
extending workers compensation coverage to volunteers of City of Arlington in which City
of Arlington elects the following. Public safety volunteers, not applicable. Volunteer
boards, commissions and councils for the administration of duties, applicable. Manual
labor by elected officials, not applicable. And more attached to this form. Seconded by
Councilor Rayburn. Roll call: Unanimous.
Resolution No. 752 Authorizing the sale of old motel property. Attorney Cleveland stated

this would not go hot until the effective date of June 14th of which is after the 30 days of
notice to ODOT as required. This approves the listing but not until June 14th. Councilor Ball

moved to approve Resolution No. 752, a resolution of the City of Arlington declaring that
certain real property is not needed for public use and authorizing conveyance of such
property. This resolution shall become effective June 14th, 2025. Seconded by Councilor
Davidson. Roll call: Unanimous.

Brad Baird, Anderson Perry & Associates (7:50pm on recording) Brad Baird shared that we had a

great work session two weeks ago. We covered all things that are going on in the city. He brought
the final water management and conservation plan. This has been a long time in the making. And
obviously we had it pretty much done in the AWS situation, necessitated a complete remission. But

the state has approved it and finalized it. I emailed it to them today. Hard copies were handed out.

Good to go now. Now the Oregon Water Resources Department will write a final order approving
green lighting, they call it, of the remaining permit portion to the full amount of moving us from our
current 1,200 gallons per minute to 3,662 gallons a minute. Subject to fish persistence limitations in
the summer, which can decrease it by more than 20%, if it even does. After building the Columbia
River system and demonstrating full pumping capacity, we submit the required paperwork to the

state and receive a certified letter. Once certified, no one can take it from us. This took years to get
to this point. He presented three drawings for the Port of Arlington design. When going through the

different revisions of the bidding You prepare conformed drawings by industry standards. He
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4.

5.

announced that the driller is down ten feet On the second well. He shared a scope of work, a fee

schedule, and an agreement from Greenworks Architect. They would contract directly with the city

for the work. Anderson and Perry will support with water and sewer survey. Their fee with Anderson
and Perry through them come in at about $98,000.00. Reviewed by our Attorney Cleveland. They

are ready to go. Ninety percent by august. Then out to bid. It will be a non-circulated splash pad.

Greenworks will be coming to a couple of council meetings with our options. Push button start and

will run for a set time. Use city water. The mayor had a question on #7 of scope of work. And item
#8. Contractor can take the trees out. They just did not want to be working with an Arborist. Brad
Baird says the city can pre-purchase items according to #8 to move this along faster. It may also be

more cost-effective overtime. If purchased ahead, we would need to store until ready to install.
Contract will need verbiage Showing responsibility of the items until installed and contract is

complete. #15, Electrical and lighting, is this a part of the contract or is this part of the design? The

mayor asked if a walkaround would suffice. Brad Baird says yes. #20 lists the job share with
Anderson and Perry. Councilor Ball stated we did receive an email from Mr. Seder implying their
withdrawal, dated May 29th. Councilor Rayburn moved to accept Green Works proposal for
$98,330.66 with Anderson and Perry as project manager. Seconded by Councilor Ball. Roll call:
Unanimous.

COUNCILOR REPORTS

Councilor Davidson — Requests the golf course August 23rd for Aluminum man.
Councilor Rayburn — Nothing to report.

Councilor Hanan — Absent, on medical approval by Council.

Councilor Irby — Had a guy come down and assess the small dock. Will entertain bids. 1. Take it completely out.

2. Fix existing but not recommended. 3. New dock but spendy. He will email the city the bids. Budget is $25K
Councilor Swope — Nothing to report.

Councilor Ball — $200,000.00 IGA Draft presented. At the last meeting she had let the Council know that she had

spoken to Judge Patnode about this incentive that the county would Provide to Us out of the Economic
Enhancement Fund. She says the judge was all for it. She provided the information to our attorney which he put
into legal ease. Next step is to provide the IGA to the county by the Mayor and ask for them to review and

approve. This $200K is allocated as a development incentive for developers. Not for property purchases.
Attorney Cleveland explains that it is an incentive for developers to buy property and fully develop it, rather
than leaving it unused. Downtown development should prioritize economic growth and business, rather than
informal uses that fail to maximize the property's potential. The thought here is that with an extra $200,000 for

the developer could put the property to effective use. The IGA is ready to go to County. The consensus is to
present to County Judge Patnode. Councilor Ball says the goats were miraculous, concurred by Councilor
Davidson. She reminds the council to read the draft audit and financial report; everyone really needs to review
it. Implementation of corrective actions is necessary. It will be on the agenda to vote in July.
Staff Report

PWS Gronquist — New Water Line installed on 5/9/25 to Hannan. New Hire for Water and Wastewater Started
on 5/19/25. Port Subdivision Construction has started. New Flags were put up at Golf Course. Golf Tournament
May 31Stfor the A/l Football Team Fundraiser. Flags for Veteran's Memorial were put up. Gazebo and footbridge
have been painted, and new lights have been installed. Currently waiting for the material to replace the benches

@ the Gazebo. Fertilizer at the Golf Course was put out the week of May 19th•Working on getting a quote on
the Swim dock at by the Dog Park. She goes on to say that it is probably going to be a lengthy process coming
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from her very brief interaction with the Army Corp. There are about three state and federal entities that they

will have to work with to follow through with this task. Playground Chips have been delivered and spread at the
Play Structure Area. Greens have been Top Dressed and Rolled. Sand has been ordered for the Golf Course.

Backup Generators are scheduled for the week of June 9th'Chlorinators are scheduled for service in July. Meters-

There is a few left to install — contractor working on installing the Pins. Blake has a CDL. No certifications. He

must have a year's experience before he can apply and take the training. The mayor asked if Brad Baird could
look at the water valves to isolate the water issues.

Attorney Cleveland — Nothing to report.

Recorder McKinney —The goats have concluded their grazing. 99.99% of the people were very happy with it and

they grazed just under 60 acres, and it came in just over $30,000, for all services and there was some damage
that was included. We have successfully extracted our Data from our old billing system to be utilized in our new
Utility billing system. Our Rough goal estimate to go live is August 1st of this year. With the mayor's approval,

we paid $200 for the Arlington High School 2025 yearbook ad. That was only because the deadline for their
needs was prior to this meeting. At the May 21st County Court meeting, the awards decision was made regarding
the fiscal Year 25/26 operational support grant they passed the $70,000 grant to support the library. Mormon
crickets — very view found so they will not be spraying this year. I had Orkin come in to do a quote to rid the
building from insects, wasps, and mice. He also brushed down and cleaned up all the cobwebs in the outside
entry foyer. The library's Northside exit door has a gap at the bottom that needs a door sweep installed. Public

Works Superintendent Shanna Gronquist will Have that installed. The EV station has been fully installed with
the replacement. It is frequently used now. New construction of the EV stations located between the gas

stations is estimated to begin early 2026. ODOT just executed the contract with EVCS for the new project.

Councilor Rayburn asked if the website will be updated soon. Recorder McKinney says yes, that is the next
learning task on the to do list.

Mayor Bufton — Nothing to report.

Executive Session opened at 8:07 p.m. pursuant to ORS 192.660(2)(f): To consider information or records
that are exempt by law from public inspection.

Executive Session Closed at 8:17 p.m.

Regular council meeting opened 8:17p.m.

Daycare - Councilor Irby asked if it would be 0k to ask for a budget. The city has an allocation for the daycare.
Councilor Ball discussed the potential funding of a new childcare facility in Arlington with Judge Patnode, who
responded favorably to the proposal. The issue is the land where it would be located. Several discussions regarding
options and placement were conducted.

Meeting adjourned at 8:32p.m.

Councilor Ball moved to accept Mt. Valley Real Estate for representation in real property transactions. Motion
seconded by Councilor Davidson. Motion passed unanimously.
Regular meeting adjourned at 8:33 p.m.

Jeffery uft n, M yor Victoria McKinney, City Recorder
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