Regular Council Meeting Minutes
November 5, 2025

The regular meeting of the Arlington City Council was held on November 5, 2025, in the Council
Chambers of the Municipal Building and via telephone conference.

Presiding: Mayor Jeffery Bufton.

Council Present: Councilor Denise Ball, Councilor Marshall Swope, Councilor Matt Irby, Councilor Jerry
Hanan, and Councilor Mark Davidson.

Counci} Absent: Councilor Rayburn

Staff Present: City Recorder Victoria McKinney, Attorney Ruben Cleaveland, Engineer Brad Baird, and PWS

Shanna
Guests: Corporal Walker, Rita Miciak, Joe Coelho, Katrina Trone, Gilliam County Planner — Stephanie Case

via phone.
Pledge of Allegiance recited.
Mayor Bufton opened the regular council meeting at 6:30 p.m.

1. PUBLIC COMMENT - Corporal Walker announced they have hired Mr. Brown as the new Lieutenant.
He is a returning officer. He shared their ongoing efforts in notifying people to slow down near Cedar
Springs as well as Hwy 19 as they approach town. Vandalism has been a focus for them recently, and
they are following leads.

2. CONSENT AGENDA - Consent agenda consisted of the following items:

a. Approval of Minutes — Regular Meeting October 8, 2025.
b. Approval of Bills — As Listed

Councilor Hanan motioned to approve the consent agenda. Councilor Davidson seconded the motion.

Roll call: Councilor Davidson-yes, Councilor Ball-yes, Councilor Hanan-yes, Councilor Irby-yes,

Councilor Swope—yes, Councilor Ball yes to bills & abstained from minutes.

3. Council Action

a. Arlington School District Yearbook Advertising. The usual is a $200 full-page ad.

Councilor Davidson motioned to approve $200 for the full-page ad in the school yearbook.
Councilor Hanan seconded the motion. Roll Cali: Councilor Davidson-yes, Councilor Hanan-
yes, Councilor Irby-yes, Councilor Swope—yes, Counciior Ball-yes.

b. Cell phone policy for city employees. Res. No. 753 - An explanation of the Resolution 753 as
written was given by Attorney Cleavland. A short discussion took place. Councilor Hanan
motioned to approve Resolution No. 753. Councilor Ball seconded the motion. Roll Call:
Councilor Davidson-yes, Councilor Hanan-yes, Councilor irby—yes, Councilor Swope-yes,

Councilor Ball - yes.




Arlington Public Schools — Seeking donations to their Community Carnival and Bingo night
set for November 14th. The usual contributions are 5-10 Yards of Gravel and/or Golf for two
players. Councilor Davidson moved to donate 10 yards of gravel and one round of golf for
two players to the Arlington Public Schools Community Carnival and Bingo Night,
Councilor Hanan seconded the motion. Roll Call: Councilor Davidson-yes, Councilor Hanan-
yes, Councilor Irby—yes, Councilor Swope-yes, Councilor Ball — yes.

4. Council Discussion

d.

b.

MatCo LLC — UGB & Access to city sewer for 1570 Hwy 19. Presented by Katrina Trone with
Vegetation Solutions. Katrina Trone spoke on their desire to build an RV park in the location
of 1570 Hwy 19 for the incoming workers for surrounding projects. They are currently
experiencing limitations as the location is outside of the city limits and the UGB which pose
an issue for their sewer needs since they are currently on septic systems that will not
support those needs. Mayor Bufton asked who the request is for, since MatCo LLC is a
renewable energy company. Asking, is this for anyone to park their RV or only MatCo
employees? Mr. Coelho explained that they would provide the RV park for anyone and there
would also be two business offices there. One being MatCo and the other is for Vegetation
Solutions. In addition, the building will be utilized for equipment maintenance. Engineer
Brad Baird explained that he, Gilliam County Planner - Stephanie Case, Recorder McKinney,
Katarina Trone, Joe Coelho, and PW Superintendent — Shanna Gronquist all met today to go
over the options before coming to the council. Currently the property is zoned Gilliam
County, which for their needs has limitations. The property has city water access but does
not have city sewer access. If the City limits/UGB were moved out past that area, it would
allow them to fall within the City limits and eliminate some of the sewer issues they have
now. Either courses of action whether under County or City, DEQ would have to bless what
is requested. If gone through the City, the access for sewer would be much better. If going
through the County there would be steps to take that would involve OAR guidelines and
planning processes as well as first working with DLCD. DEQ does not usually allow for city
sewer access outside of city limits/UGB to limit urban spraw!. Now that the city does not
have much industrial and residential land available for expansion the city could go to the
DLCD and request annexation of the currently owned city property in that area as well,
killing two birds with one stone. This was of interest to the councit and would be a great
solution for MatCo and Vegetation Solutions. Annexing options were discussed. A 5SDC was
discussed for the cost of the project to run city sewer out Hwy 19 to Rhea Road of
approximately $160,000 to $250,000. Mayor Bufton explained this annexation was phase
two of the plan once the other industrial acreage was sold anyway. He would like to see this
proceed sooner than later. Brad Baird will set up a planning meeting and Councilor Ball
agreed to represent the City Council at the meeting as she has the most experience and is
the Water and Sewer Commissioner.

Christmas Turkey/Ham for employees — Consensus was to provide one or the other for each
employee. It was requested that we use the local grocery store to supply.

5. Brad Baird, Anderson Perry & Associates Councitor’s Reports - . Alkali Ridge Subdivision has been

paved. The storm water collection has been built to support a 25-year storm. It is not designed to go
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into the city storm water system. Discussion was had on the sidewalks for the new subdivision. Brad
Baird explained the options. Preference was for rolling sidewalks. Sidewalk requirements in the CUP
will be reviewed by Brad Baird for clarity. The application for the County Grant has been submitted
in support of the Alkali Park splash pad project. County Court will decide on December 3™ at their
meeting in Condon. Timeline for schedule is to advertise in December, go out for bid in January, and
ready to build right after as long as weather permits. Airport Road dedication; see dedication map
provided by Brad Baird. He explains the map and shows the Deed of Dedication prepared by
Attorney Cleaveland as a re-dedication. It will be on the agenda for the December council meeting
ready for approval and signature.

Council Reports:
Councilor Davidson — Monday is the meeting with the NGFD concerning the fire hydrant flushing.

Joe Claughton will start helping with fire hydrants. The next step is to catch the flow. The hourly rate
is about $120.00/hour, or about $ 4,800 for 40 hours. The flow test should be performed every 5

years.
Councilor Rayburn — Absent

Councilor Hanan — Nothing to report

Councilor irby — Nothing to report

Councilor Swope — Nothing to report

Councilor Ball - Woolery property. City said years ago that it could have the 40-acre property for the
project, subject to conditions. All conditions have not been met to date. The property title has never
been transferred to them. She suggests we send a letter to them with our intentions to rescind the
offer. There was a short discussion on the road right-of-way, which Brad Baird explained. Ruben
Cleaveland will work up a letter for the council to review.

. Staff Reports

PWS Gronquist — Surplus backhoe 1992 has a little over 4 thousand hours. She shared the backup on
the machine. There was a short discussion on the value of the backhoe. Davidson moved to surplus
the 1992 Backhoe for a minimum bid of $18,000, and as is. Councilor Hanan seconded the motion.
Roll Call: Councilor Davidson-yes, Councilor Hanan-yes, Councilor trby-yes, Councilor Swope-yes,
Councilor Ball-yes. Shanna Gronquist shared the handout with the side-by-side information through
our Sourcewell contract. Councilor Bal! asks if it is in the budget. Yes, it is. There was a brief
discussion about which side-by-side would best suit PW's needs. Councilor Hanan motioned to
purchase the 2026 side-by-side 845M. Councilor Davidson seconded the motion. Roll Call;
Councilor Davidson-yes, Councilor Hanan-yes, Councilor Irby-yes, Councilor Swope-yes, Councilor
Ball-yes. Due to Veterans Day next week, Tuesday's garbage pickup will be moved to Wednesday,
and Wednesday's pickup will be moved to Thursday. She feels we can do better as a city by utilizing
social media for non-emergency notices, while using the Everbridge system for boil notices and
emergency closures only. There were suggestions to use a Facebook page or to post on an existing



community public page, without dialogue or share options. Qur Attorney does not recommend that
we have our own Facebook page. There was much discussion on this suggestion. Attorney
Cleaveland suggests we review the LOC guidelines and determine where that leaves us in terms of
options on this matter, and go from there. Councilor Ball suggests the use of the reader board for
this. Shanna Gronquist stated, The bottom line is we need to come up with a better way to notify
the public. The backhoe has arrived. The Earl Snell Park will be ready for Veterans Day. The two big
poplar trees at the two-swing park on Shane Drive have been removed. Water and Wastewater

samples are all caught up for the year.

e Attorney Cleaveland - Nothing to report

e Recorder McKinney — ODOT/EVCS progress. Right now, EVCS is in the environmental planning stage,
which should be completed by the end of the year. Then they can get into construction, starting with
engineering design, working with Pacific Power, etc. | was notified that power had been shut off at
the current EV station because no one has been assigned to the account for quite some time. |
contacted EVCS, and they will contact Pacific Power to set up the account under their name and turn
it back on. The upgraded cell phones for Shanna and Scott have arrived.

Regular meeting adjourned: 7:50 pm.

Executive Session was held pursuant to ORS 192.660(2)(h}: To consult with Counsel concerning the legal
rights and duties of a public body with regard to current fitigation or litigation likely to be filed.

Executive Session opened at 7:50 pm.
Executive Session adjourned at 8:05 pm.

Regular meeting re-opened: 8:05 pm. No formal decision was made,

Regular meeting adjourned: 8:05 pm.
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Jeffery Bé{ l(Aayor Victoria McKinney, City Recorder




