Regular Council Meeting Minutes
December 3, 2025

The regular meeting of the Arlington City Council was held on Wednesday, December 3, 2025, in
the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building and via telephone conference.

Presiding: Mayor leffery Bufton.

Council Present: Councilor Denise Ball, Councilor Marshall Swope, Councilor Matt Irby, Councilor
Jerry Hanan, Councilor Kayla Rayburn and Councilor Mark Davidson.

Council Absent: None

Staff Present: Assistant Recorder Taylor Grubaugh, Attorney Ruben Cleaveland, Engineer Brad
Baird and Public Works Superintendent Shanna Gronquist

Guests: Lieutenant Brown, Paul Wilson, Rita Miciak and Jason Blake

Guests Announced Via Conference Phone: None

Pledge of Allegiance recited.

Mayor Bufton opened the regular council meeting at 6:30 p.m.

1. PUBLIC COMMENT
a. Paul Wilson, District Manager of Columbia Ridge Waste Management: Paul gave an
update on some ongoing construction projects and reported on the following:

The votlume, to the end of October, was 2.172 million tons.

A total of $4.3 million has been paid in host fees to Gilliam County.

Municipal Solid Waste is down 3%, Construction Debre is down 27%, Special Waste
is down 16%, and Contaminated Scal is up 30%

Columbia Ridge hosted the Metro Central Joint Site meeting and gave a tour.

Also, hosted tours for the Willamette Valley County Commissioners, the Clackamas
County Master Recyclers, the Seatle Public Utilities and King County.

The Gilliam County Court granted Columbia Ridge renewal approval for the Condition
Use Permit.

There have been 9 Osha reports.

There are jobs available for day and night shift drivers and a supervisor position.

Questions: a) Councilor Davidson asked if there were any changes to the Conditional Use Permit
with the County. Paul stated the Conditional Use Permit and the Hosting agreement are now
separate agreements. The Conditional Use Permit is now strictly a Land Use Permit through the
County’s Planning Department. The Host Fee Agreement will be presented to the Gilliam County
Court December 17, 2025. b) Mayor Bufton asked about the status of the bypass road. Paul
stated there are plans to start the project in the spring, it is currently undergoing environmental
studies and has been surveyed.

a. Lieutenant Brown, Gilliam County Sheriff’s Office: Lt. Brown gave a report, stating the
following: There were 286 calls for service, 40 traffic citation warnings, 119 citations, 19
cases and 2 resisting arrests. The Council welcomed back Lt. Brown to Arlington and Gilliam
County.



b. Mayor Bufton: Mayor Bufton distributed the RV Park site plans for the old motel property, to

the Council, on behalf of Jason Blake.

2. CONSENTAGENDA
Consent agenda consisted of the following items:

a. Approval of Minutes - Regular Meeting December 3, 2025.
b. Approval of Bills - As Listed

APPROVAL: Councilor Hanan motioned to approve the consent agenda. Councilor Ball
seconded the motion. Roll call: Councilor Davidson: Yes, Councilor Rayburn: Yes, for the
approval of the bills as listed and abstained from approval of the minutes due to absence,
Councilor Hanan: Yes, Councilor Irby: Yes, Councilor Swope: Yes, Councilor Ball: Yes.

3. COUNCIL ACTION

IGA with City of Boardman for use of Vacuum Truck: Ruben stated the City of Boardman
has offered to allow the City the use of their Vacuum Truck to clean out the Cottonwood
Street Lift station. The truck will be provided as needed with an operator. in turn, the City will
provide the fuel. Boardman’s Administrator may ask for reimbursement for the operator and
repairs needed during Arlington’s use. This agreement can and may be terminated with a 10-
day notice and there will be no employee-to-employee agreements. The agreement has been
signed by the City of Boardman’s administrator and will need Council approval to be signed
by Mayor Bufton. APPROVAL: Councilor Ball motioned to approve the IGA with the City of
Boardman for the use of their Vacuum Truck. Councilor Rayburn seconded the motion. Roll
call: Councilor Davidson: Yes, Councilor Rayburn: Yes, Councilor Hanan: Yes, Councilor
Irby: Yes, Councilor Swope: Yes, Councilor Ball: Yes.

Review Planner Quotes and Decide on one Planner of Record: The Council discussed the
options of hiring either Jamie Crawdford with Bell Design or continuing service with AKS
Engineering. The Council discussed the requirements the Planner must perform leading up
to Planning Commission meetings. The City of Hood River’'s fee schedule was provided to the
Councit, it was unclear, at the time, whether it was a third quote or not. Councilor Ball stated
she would like to see an additional quote from the City of Boardman; they are Gilliam
County’s Planner. CONSENSUS: The Consensus of the Councit is to postpone the decision
for the City Planner untit the January Council Meeting for the annual housekeeping decisions.

Deed of Dedication - Airport Road Dedication: Attorney Cleaveland stated this item was
discussed at the previous meeting and reviewed the reasons for adoption. Through old
property recorders, the City believes the property was dedicated, AWS does not believe this
to be the case. Attorney Cleaveland and Engineer Baird wrote the description of the rewritten
deed. APPROVAL: Councilor Davidson motioned to approve the deed of dedication of Airport
Road and authorizing a Mayoral signature. Councilor Rayburn seconded the motion. Roll call:
Councilor Davidson: Yes, Councilor Rayburn: Yes, Councilor Hanan: Yes, Councilor Irby:
Yes, Councilor Swope: Yes, Councilor Ball: Yes.



4. COUNCIL DISCUSSION

LOC Model Email and Social Media Policy for Review: Mayor Bufton stated the purpose
of the resolution would allow the option to use public alerts and notifications, if the Council
so chooses. CONSENSUS: The consensus of the Councilis for Attorney Cleaveland to
move forward with drafting the resolution.

IGA between Gilliam County and the City of Arlington for stable funding of the Library:
Attorney Cleaveland stated the current IGA is still in play until 2030 due to an automatic
renewal. There has not been a notice of termination.

City of Arlington Wildfire Urban Interface Micro Grant Program- Final Year: Mayor
Bufton stated he sees no reason to change the grant program. CONSENSUS: The
consensus of the Councilis to move forward with the Micro Grant Program, as is.

5. ENGINEER BRAD BAIRD, ANDERSON PERRY & ASSOCIAYTES

Brad Baird reported on the fotlowing items:

Eight copies of the Waste Water Facilities Plan were provided to the Council. IFA, DEQ and
AWS will be receiving copies as well.
The drilling of the third well has been completed and is ready to be developed.
Alkali Park/Splash Park
a. The Gilliam County Court has approved the $400,000 funding for the Alkali Park
project.
b. The Splash Park project will be advertised for bids before Christmas. A bid will be
accepted in mid-January, with hopes of starting construction in early spring.
c. The shade structure for the Splash Park will need to be purchased soon. A quote
with specs attached can be sent to three suppliers, once a bid is accepted, the City
can direct purchase the shade.

CONSENSUS: The consensus of the Councilis to get the quotes for the Shade Structure. The
Council will vate on quotes in the January Meeting.

6. COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilor Davidson: a} Councilor Davidson asked if there is a contract with the Port of
Artington to pull from one well to three? Are we assuming we are allowed to do what we
want? Attorney Cleaveland stated the City has an IGA with the Port for the test wells and the
preliminary actions. Attorney Cleaveland stated he presented an easement to the Port for
their review and approval, it is still under review. b) Councilor Davidson stated he attended
a meeting with the North Gilliam County Fire Department. They stated they are more than
willing to assist with the fire hydrant flushing and testing. Councilor Davidson asked if the
hydrant work will need to be budgeted for next year or if the City can move forward.
Engineer Baird stated that we met with Superintendent Gronguist and they estimated 80-85
hydrants within the city. He will provide a quote for the testing; estimating $10,000.
Superintendent Gronquist stated the cost of a new hydrant is about $6,500 and volves are
about $1,000. She also stated that there is training available for hydrant maintenance. The
trainings can be done locally and will be done in January or February. Engineer Baird stated
the hydrant flushing will be done in the spring before the peak flow period. Mayor Bufton



stated he would like to move forward with flushing to obtain the repair costs. The City will
budget for the repairs in the new year. ¢} Councilor Davidson stated NGCFD requested a
fire hydrate be placed at the bottom of the hill on Cherry St. Engineer Baird stated that the
hydrants in that zone only flow about 300-400 hundred gallons a minute. A hydrant can be
placed there but it won’t do much. He also stated that hydrants are included in the AWS
agreement. d) Councilor Davidson stated the China Ditch will need to be cleaned out again
within the next few months.

Councilor Rayburn asked why the City is now receiving monthly reports from the Library
when they use to report quarterly. Mayor Bufton stated the Library is being more proactive.

Councilor Hanan had no report to give.

Councilor Irby stated Superintendent Gronquist submitted a permit request for the new
dock; he has sent one as well to the Corp of Engineers. From what he understands, there
are still two more permits needed. They will continue to work through the process.

Councilor Swope had no report to give.

Councilor Ball ask Attorney Cleaveland about the title for Lot 1000, at the entrance of the
old motel property. Attorney Cleaveland reviewed the process of the lawsuit. i there is no
response, the city may request a default of ownership. Best case scenario, this could be
completed in about six weeks.

STAFF REPORTS

* Public Works Superintendent Gronquist reported on the following items:

a. The John Deere Gator has arrived.

b. The Cottonwood lift station has been pumped out.

c. Stormdrains have been cleared.

d. Superintendent Gronquist attended the Gilliam County's Emergency Management
meeting.

e. EarlSnell Park was ready for Veterans Day.

f. The Golf Course has been winterized.

g. Pacific Power will be hanging the Christmas decorations.

h. Received the inspection back from the Corp of Engineers.

i. Fire hydrants have been flushed; two hydrants will need to be replaced and they

have been ordered.

j- Superintendent Gronquist had a walk through of the new subdivision with Anderson
Perry, Bolin Construction and the Port of Arlington. The placement of the fire
hydrants came into question and a solution is in progress.

e Attorney Cleaveland had no report to give.

¢ Assistant Recorder Grubaugh had no report to give.



Other Business: Mayor Bufton reminded the Council of the Christmas Party of Sunday at 2:00 pm.

Councilor Davidson asked if there have been any bids on the old backhoe.
Assistant Recorder Grubaugh will speak with Recorder McKinney regarding the backhoe surplus.

The Regular Meeting closed at 7:42 pm.
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leffery B{fton, Maé':or Taylor Grubaugh, Assistant City Recorder




