P Regular Council Meeting Minutes
January 7, 2026

The regular meeting of the Arlington City Council was held on Wednesday, January 7, 2025, in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Building and via telephone conference.

Presiding: Mayor Jeffery Bufton.

Council Present: Councilor Denise Ball, Councilor Marshall Swope, Councilor Matt Irby, Councilor
Jerry Hanan, Councilor Kayla Rayburn and Councilor Mark Davidson.

Council Absent: None

Staff Present: Recorder Victoria McKinney, Attorney Ruben Cleaveland, Engineer Brad Baird and
Public Works Superintendent Shanna Gronquist

Guests: Jerry Anderson, Rita Miciak, Ron Evans, Jed Crowther with the Port of Arlington and Mike
Lees with Anderson Perry & Associates.

Guests Announced Via Conference Phone: None
Pledge of Allegiance recited.
Mayor Bufton opened the regular council meeting at 6:30 p.m.

1. PUBLIC COMMENT
a. Jerry Anderson thanked Superintendent Gronquist for speaking with him regarding the stake
(-\ placed on his property for the purpose of identifying the testing location. Jerry stated he
would not have been aware of the pipeline. Jerry has since received information from the

project engineer.

b. Ron Evans asked Superintendent Gronquist what the proper procedure is to flush hydrants.
Superintendent Gronquist reviewed the public notification process. There was a discussion
regarding water issues at his home and a meeting with Superintendent Gronquist and
Engineer Baird. Engineer Baird stated that all hydrants will be tested in the spring. There was
a discussion regarding the color, taste and smell of the water and the reasons they may
ocecur. Rita Miciak asked whether the public is aware of how to handle water line flushing.
Engineer Baird stated that instructions can be included in the water flushing notices.

Other News: Recoarder McKinney stated that Dan Meader, the City's previous Planner, has once
again come out of retirement and is working with Bell Design.

2, CONSENTAGENDA
The consent agenda consisted of the following items:
a. Approval of Minutes - Regular Meeting December 3, 2025.
b. Approval of Bills - As Listed
APPROVAL: Councilor Hanan motioned to approve the consent agenda and the bills as listed.
Councilor Ball seconded the motion. Roll call: Councilor Davidson: Yes, Councilor Rayburn: Yes,
Councilor Hanan: Yes, Councilor irby: Yes, Councilor Swope: Yes, Councilor Ball: Yes.
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3. COUNCILACTION

a. Designate Monthly Meeting Date, Time and Place: Councilor Rayburn asked if the Council

would consider starting council meetings a half hour earlier, staring at 6:00 p.m. instead of
6:30 p.m. Consensus: The consensus of the Council was to move forward with the original
time. APPROVAL: Councilor Hanan motioned to keep the Council meetings the same date,
time and place. Councilor Ball seconded the motion. Roll call: Councilor Davidson: Yes,
Councilor Rayburn: Yes, Councilor Hanan: Yes, Councilor Irby: Yes, Councilor Swope: Yes,
Councilor Ball: Yes.

The date, time, and place are as follows: The first Wednesday after the first Monday of
the month at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the City of Arlington Municipal
Building, unless the first Monday is an observed holiday, then the Council meeting will
be held on the second Wednesday of the month.

Designate the City Attorney, Planner and Engineer, Depositories and Newspaper of
Record: APPROVAL: Councilor Rayburn motioned to keep the City Attorney, Engineer,
Depositories and the Newspaper of Record the same as they were in 2025. Councilor
Davidson seconded the motion. Roll call: Councilor Davidson: Yes, Councilor Rayburn: Yes,
Councilor Hanan: Yes, Councilor Irby: Yes, Councilor Swope: Yes, Councilor Ball: Yes.

The City Attorney, Engineer, depositories, and newspaper of record are as follows:
Attorney Cleaveland, Anderson Perry & Associates, the Bank of Eastern Oregon, LGIP,
The Times-Journal, and the East Oregonian. NOTE: The Planner was not included in the
designation or the motion of approval.

Designate Authorized Signatures for Bank Accounts: APPROVAL: Councilor Davidson
motioned to keep the same authorized signatures on the bank accounts for 2026. Councilor
Rayburn seconded the motion. Roll call: Councilor Davidson: Yes, Councilor Rayburn: Yes,
Councilor Hanan: Yes, Councilor Irby: Yes, Councilor Swope: Yes, Councilor Ball: Yes.

The authorized signatures for bank accounts are as follows: General Fund - Mayor Bufton,
Councilor Ball, Councilor Swope and Recorder McKinney. Trust Fund - Mayor Bufton,
Councilor Ball, Councilor Swope, Recorder McKinney and Assistant Recorder Grubaugh.

. Appointment for 2026 Budget Officer: APPROVAL: Councilor Ball motioned to appoint

Victoria McKinney as the 2026 Budget Officer. Councilor Rayburn seconded the motion. Roll
call: Councilor Davidson: Yes, Councilor Rayburn: Yes, Councilor Hanan: Yes, Councilor
Irby: Yes, Councilor Swope: Yes, Councilor Ball: Yes.

Appointment of the Department Commissioners: Mayor Bufton stated he would like to
keep the Councilors in their current departments. APPROVAL: Councilor Ball motioned to
confirm Mayor Bufton's appointments for department commissioners. Councilor Hanan
seconded the motion. Roll call: Councilor Davidson: Yes, Councilor Rayburn: Yes, Councilor
Hanan: Yes, Councilor Irby: Yes, Councilor Swope: Yes, Councilor Ball: Yes.

The department Commissioners are as follows: Councilor Davidson - Fire & Police
Commissioner, Councilor Rayburn - Sanitation Commissioner, Councilor Hanan - Streets
Commissioner, Councilor Irby - Parks & Recreation Commissioner, Councilor Swope -
Airport Commissioner and Councilor Ball - Water & Sewer Commissioner
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4. COUNCIL DISCUSSION

a. Resolution No. 754 - A resolution of the City of Arlington adopting an email and social

media policy: APPROVAL: Councilor Hanan motioned to adopt Resolution 754. Councilor
Davidson seconded the motion. Roll call: Councilor Davidson: Yes, Councitor Rayburn: Yes,
Councilor Hanan: Yes, Councilor Irby: Yes, Councilor Swope: Yes, Councilor Ball: Yes.

Alkali Splash Park - Vote on quotes received for the shade structure purchase: Brad
Baird stated the City does not have the quotes yet, but they will be available next week. He
will speak more about this during his report.

Discuss/Adopt the Budget Workshop Procedure - Presented by Councilor Ball:

Councilor Ball reviewed her budget workshop proposal that was presented to the Council.

s Councilor Ball stated she would like the Council involved in the budgets of their assigned
departments.

¢ Councilor Davidson stated he would like formal discussions on employee job
performance while discussing raises. There was a discussion regarding employee
evaluations.

APPROVAL: Councilor Hanan motioned to approve the budget workshop procedure as
outlined. Councilor Davidson seconded the motion. Roll call: Councilor Davidson: Yes,
Councilor Rayburn: Yes, Councilor Hanan: Yes, Councilor Irby: Yes, Councilor Swope: Yes,
Councilor Ball: Yes.

5. ENGINEER BRAD BAIRD, ANDERSON PERRY & ASSOCIATES

Engineer Baird distributed handouts to the Council and gave updates on the following projects:

Columbia River Water System: The project has been put on hold, but the City is close to
submitting 90% of the designs to AWS. The final designs will be completed cnce AWS
authorizes the construction. Permits with Union Pacific Railroad are secured, and the City
is working on permits for the Corps of Engineers easements. Engineer Baird has kept in
contact with the Corp regarding this matter.

Well Drilling Update: All three wells have been drilled and require pump tests. The first
well was tested at 900 gallons per minute and will be tested at a higher flow rate, with the
expectation of reaching 2,000 gallons per minute without any drawdowns.

ASR Feasibility Study Update: As a reminder, the Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR)
Feasibility Study treated Columbia River water and moved it into the basalt aquifers. The
study was finalized and a limited license application was completed and submitted to the
Oregon Water Resource Department. This will take six to eight months to review and
approve the license.

Mayor Bufton asked for some clarification regarding the contaminated water in Boardman
and how it compares to the City’s project with AWS. Engineer Baird stated the City will take



Columbia River water and treat it. The water will then be used for as many cycles as
possible to cool the computers. Afterward, it will enter a lined pond and evaporate. This
water will not go into the ground or flow back for City use. Engineer Baird asked Engineer
Mike Lee to speak on Boardman’s water system. Engineer Lee stated that Boardman’s AWS
facility does not produce nitrates. When parts of the water evaporate, there are
concentrated contents that were already in the water. The nitrates in Boardman’s water
have been present since the Clean Water Act of 1974, and the Lower Umatilla Basin Ground
Water Management Area (LUBGWMA) was created. LUBGWMA has done research on this
matter and the information is available.

. Wastewater Facilities Plan Status: The WWFP has been finalized. The City, DEQ and AWS

all have copies.

. Alkali Ridge Subdivision Improvements Update: The project is complete. Engineer Baird
presented a mema regarding the final cost for the City to reimburse the Port of Arlington.
Engineer Baird stated he is pleased to see the storm drainage system handling the recent
heavy rainfall.

Mayor Bufton stated that he has driven through the new subdivision a few times and has
some safety concerns regarding the “roads to nowhere”. Engineer Baird stated that ecology
blocks may be placed to avoid any safety concerns.

Councilor Ball stated that some of the platted lots had a significant drop and asked why
they were not filled. Engineer Baird stated Anderson Perry’s design was for the roads; there
were no design for the lots. Councilor Ball asked if there were estimates for the amount to
excavate or fillin order for the lots to be buildable. Engineer Baird stated this is a question
for the Port of Arlington. Jed Crowthers with the Port of Arlington stated that this could
potentially be the next phase of the project.

Councilor Irby asked if the lots are now for sale. Jed Crowthers stated that the final plat was
recorded on January 8". The realtor cannot post them for sale until the cartographer
assigns individual parcel numbers.

Meter Replacement Project: The projectis complete and there will need to be a meeting
regarding cost overruns with AWS. There are roughly 5 unmetered connections that need to
be metered for the Water Management Conservation and Work plan. Superintendent
Gronquist is aware of this, OWRD can revoke the greenlight if we do not comply.

There was a discussion regarding the water meters and the utility billing program. Recorder
McKinney reviewed the options for receiving and paying utility bills.

. Alkali Park Project: Engineer Baird presented an advertisement for the project bids. The first
ad will be posted in the paper this week and in the Daily Journal of Commerce on Friday.
Engineer Baird reviewed the bid process. The pergola shade structure must be purchased



before construction begins. Engineer Baird reviewed the bid process. There was a discussion
regarding the use of the word “bid” while obtaining quotes for the pergola. Engineer Baird
stated the language will be changed from “bids” to “quotes”. APPROVAL: Councilor Ball
motioned to approve the purchase of the pergola with a cost not to exceed $140,000.00.
Councilor Davidson seconded the motion. Roll call: Councilor Davidson: Yes, Councilor
Rayburn: Yes, Councilor Hanan: Yes, Councilor Irby: Yes, Councilor Swope: Yes, Councilor
Ball: Yes. ATTACHMENTS: See attached handout for the tentative project bid schedule and
the pergola purchase schedule. GreenWorks and Anderson Perry will modify the agreements
and add additional work as we move into construction. This will be ready for consideration
at the February Council meeting. Councilor irby stated he is available to assist with the Alkali
Park project.

Potential UGB Expansion: On December 15", there was a Teams Meeting between City
staff, the Gilliam County Planner Stephani Case, Engineer Baird and three experts from
the Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development (DLCD); Dawn Hert, Leigh
Mcllvaine and Kevin Young. The purpose of the meeting was to request guidance on how to
proceed with a potential Urban Growth Boundary (UGB) expansion. Engineer Baird reviewed
the current UGB and the potential changes. The DLCD suggested updating the Economic
Opportunity Analysis (EOA). This will help to outline the businesses targeted for the area's
intended use. Potential costs for an EOA are in the $15,000 to $40,000 range based on timited
research of past DLCD grants for EOAs. The City Planner will lead this effort and Anderson
Perry will assist.

There was a discussion regarding evaluating available residential property in preparation of
potential growth due to the data center.

There was a discussion regarding appointing a Planner of Record and the options available.

Other tems on the Radar: Engineer Baird is working with Superintendent Gronquist to get
the Golf Course Well a part of the municipal water system. They have also looked at what it
would take to create sellable residential lots above the Low-level Reservoir on City
property. They will prepare a basic memo outlining the needs.

There was a discussion regarding the benefits of utilizing the Golf Course well.

6. COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilor Davidson: There are hydrants in stock and Public Works has plans to install them.
Councilor Rayburn: No report to give.

Councilor Hanan: No report to give.

Councilor Irby: No report to give.

Councilor Swope: No report to give.

Councilor Ball: No report to give.

7. STAFF REPORTS

Public Works Superintendent Gronquist
Superintendent Grongquist had a handout for the Council. The handout stated the following:



The drinking water pumped for December 2025 was 2,361,300 gallons.

There have been minor issues with a few water meters; we are working on fixing them.
The Army Corps inspection will be on April 9th, and we are waiting to hear from them
regarding the swim dock repairs or replacement.

All Golf Course equipment has been serviced and necessary repairs have been made.
Public Works is ready for winter. The snowplows will be placed on the trucks when
necessary.

There was a discussion regarding a new propane supplier. APPROVAL: Councilor Hanan
motioned to use Ed Staub as our vendor for propane. Councilor Rayburn seconded the motion.
Roll call: Councilor Davidson: Yes, Councilor Rayburn: Yes, Councilor Hanan: Yes, Councilor
Irby: Yes, Councilor Swope: Yes, Councilor Ball: Yes.

e Attorney Cleaveland reviewed the court process to obtain Lot 1,000. We are currently
awaiting the judge’s signature; once it is signed, the land will belong to the City.

¢ Recorder McKinney reported on the following:

a.

All Anderson Perry & ODEQ invoices submitted to Amazon have been reimbursed to

date.
There was a discussion regarding a possible purchase agreement.

At the Auditors’ request, the City has filed a request with the Secretary of State for an
extension and the Audit was rescheduled for January 8™ and 9th. The request was
denied due to a formality. The audit will continue as rescheduled and there will be no
fines or fees due to the denial.

The Water GO Bond WEP-1-1 will be paid off in the amount of $1,766,793.90 on 1/7/26.
The $698,250.50 in Sewer GO Bond funds are not secured under the same allocation as
the available funds of $1,860,000 in available funds. It was originally thought that both
GO Bonds totaled under $1,860,000 and were budgeted as such. This was discovered
while requesting a payoff from the USDA. The sewer bond may need to be included in
the 26-27 Budget.

There was a discussion regarding the amounts of each bond and whether they can be
paid together. Recorder McKinney will speak to the Auditors regarding this matter.

There is sorme discussion on Listserv, an email service for municipalities, regarding
offices being closed to the public for administrative duties and the benefits the cities,
such as morale and efficiency. Recorder McKinney requested that the City office be
closed to the public on Wednesdays for administrative workdays.

There was a discussion regarding the reasons to close and alternative options.



CONSENSUS: The consensus of the Council is to move forward with expanding the City
office into the old Port office, allowing the City Recorder a space to work in private.

e. A Council member will need to volunteer for roughly 4 hours for the Microgrant Review
Committee. Scoring will be in March and Cori will attend virtually. Councilor Ball
volunteered to join the Microgrant Review Committee.

f. Christine with the Gilliam County Sheriff’s Office followed up with information regarding
the alert systems. The following are the options available:
e EZTask- A software that generates right from their City’s website, where
citizens sign up for the alerts. The service is used by the City of Dayton.
e Civic Plus - A similar service used by the City of Boardman.
e Cali Multiplier — a service based out of Oklahoma that generates notices directly
from its site. We would manuaily enter the citizens’ names and numbers.
Everbridge is used only for public safety notices, such as a Boil Water notice for the
town. We would need to notify the Sheriff's Office directly to them to post the
notice. There was a brief discussion regarding the options and Recorder McKinney
will gather cost information for the Council to review.

Other Business: Councilor Davidson requested a donation of the Golf Course for the Aluminum Man
at no cost. The competition will be held in the third week of August. CONSENSUS: The consensus of
the Council is to allow the use of the Golf Course for the use of the Aluminum Man competition.

(Bethin

—
Jeffery Bufton, Mayor Victoria McKinney, City Recorder

The Regular Meeting closed at 8:45 pm.

Transcribed by

Taylor Grubaugh, Assistant Recorder



